Personal St@ries

World War 11

Ronald (Ron) Leonard Walters
CRoyaf ‘J\favy

n March 1 942 a young man, the son (f Leonard and Elizabeth Waters, decided to volunteer at the age of 17 for service in the Roya[
’I\favy, Eeing }oostec{ initia(fy to the shore base near Fareham, HMS Co(ﬁngwoorf,

So, what is Ron’s famify Bacﬁgroumf and wartime environment he ex}aen'enceaf in those dark cfays of WWw2a?

This was the second world war to have an imyact on the Walters famify, as his fatﬁer Leonard had served in the 1st Battalion the Wiltshire
Regiment through the Great War, surviving involvement in the great battles of the Somme, Ypres and Passchendael. ‘]-[aving returned to
Winterslow to work as a carter at New Manor Farm Leonard married Elizabeth in 1 924 gformaf[y fKimﬁer). By 1933 the famify [ived in a
thatched cottage on the corner qf Yarm(ey Lane and Middleton, and consisted qf Ron (1925), Maurice(1927), Lucy(i 930) and (jonfon(l 930),
with the head of the household now working at Porton.

Row’s family were committed to All Saints church with his father and uncles Len & Edgar bell ringers, the latter a member of the Parochial
Church Council, mother a member of the Mothers Union and Ron in the choir with brother Edgar and uncle Edgar.

Ron kept himself busy outside his church activities, alongside his education at the Village School till he was 14, such as his job on a small
ﬁo[a(ing in Yarmfey [ane, owned Gy joﬁn & Mildred Witt, which involved mi(ﬁing goats. Further involvement in community activities came
around 1940 when as a member of the newly formed scout troop he became a troop leader. He also joined The Home Guard at 16, where s
father utilised his military experience from WW1 in the role of Sergeant-Instructor. f}-(aving left school, he continued to work for the Witt
famify until he secured a joﬁ with an accountancy ﬁrm in Saﬁsﬁury.

?[aving comy(etecf his basic tmining and aagustecf to mifimry ﬁfe away from Winterslow Ron was tmnsfewec{ to HMS Excellent, a shore base,
to be trained in gunnery and where hie was in June when he celebrated his 18th Birtﬁzfay. On 17th ﬂugust fie joinetf his ﬁrst sﬁg’p, the sfoo])
Egret a submarine hunter. The latter was 292 feet long boat built on the Tsle of Wight in 1938 and with Starling, Cygnet, Wren, Wild Goose
and Woocﬁ)ecﬁer became the most famous U boat hunters cf WW2. These vessels formec[ part of Winston Churchill’s formation of a “S}Jeciaf
support group of sfooys” respoise to the zﬁavasmting imj)act qf the success of Hitler’s Wog" Pack submarine tactics, which saw on average 3 sﬁfps
a day sunk whilst bringing much needed supplies across the Atlantic from the USA. These vessels had a roving brief to seek out German U
Boats where ever tﬁey may be, which meant facing the forces of nature in the form of ga(es, ﬁigﬁ seas, ice and freezing fog.

As a result of e)f%ctive attacks on U Boats in 1 943 ﬁy the support gmuys tactics,

in the rBay of fBiscay whilst retuming to their submarine pens on the French coast,
the Germans decided to return by hugging the coast of north west Spain. As a result
of the increased activity 6_1/ the Support Groups in this area oﬁ Spain the Lufrwaﬁ%
attacked around Mitfd'ay on the 25th August, but faiﬁch to have a mqjor imjoac’r on
the Navy formations. The Germans returned on 27th August to attack, this time
concentrating on First Support Group saifing some 30 miles west of the S}aanisﬁ port

Of v180 WﬁlCﬁ mcfutﬁzzf tﬁe S(OQ}O fgret on Wﬁlcﬁ Ron ﬁat{ SeW@tffOT a mere 10 tfays

Oﬁservers on the British vesse[s noted that the german awcmfr did not a(ﬂayt their normal formatwns when maEmg their Eomﬁmg TUNS.
After the engagement it was identified that for the first time the enemy had deploved guided missiles, one of which had inflicted a direct hit
on the fgre’r, resuﬁ“ing in her magazine exy(oc[ing causing the vessel to roll over and sink. The fgret tﬁerefore made ﬁistory By Being the ﬁrst
wm’sﬁi}a to be sunk By a missile. Onfy 30 mtings and 5 cﬁ'zers survived, with almost 200 soles fosing their [ives.

% Ronis isted on Winterslow’s All Saints memorial for WW2, ic{enttfying him as the youngest Jaarisﬁioner ﬁ’om the Parish to die in the two
o world wars, and on the Naval Memorial on Southsea Common.




